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Abstract 
In the last decade, the notion of “contemporary Islamic art” has been widely used 
when dealing with art produced in Islamic countries or by artists originating from 
those countries, thus implicating that there is a category of contemporary art peculiar 
to that part of the world and deriving from Islamic art. My paper will discuss this 
notion, from an (art) historical point of view. It will also deal with the implications such 
a definition has for artists coming from the Islamic world in the global art scene and 
compare it with other concomitantly and often interchangeably used labels as “Middle 
Eastern”. Finally, it will try to define what makes “contemporary Islamic art” “Islamic”. 
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