C a l l f o r p a p e r s I n t e r n a t i o n a l S y m p o si u m

Avant-garde
migrations

Lisbon
1 9 - 2 1 N o v.
2O15

Ca lo u s t e
Gulbenkian
F o u n dat i o n

Avant-garde Migrations follows up on discussions initiated by the
Comparative Avant-garde & Modernisms Workshop at the International
Symposium European Artistic Avant-garde c.1910-1930: Formations,
Networks and Trans-national Strategies held in Stockholm at the Södertörn
University (11-13 September 2013), and continued in Prague a year later,
at the International Conference Nationalism and Cosmopolitanism in
Avant-garde and Modernism: The Impact of WWI held at the Institute of Art
History, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic (27-28 November 2014).
The Symposium proposes an interdisciplinary and cross-cultural
analysis on avant-garde forced and deliberate migrations in the
twentieth century, in particular during the so-called “interwar”
period (1918-1939). It seeks to debate the significance
of artistic migrations for both avant-garde formations and
individual artists (painters, illustrators, poets, writers, architects,
designers, photographers, film makers, etc) by considering
not only major “émigré” movements from “peripheries” to well
established artistic centres, as Paris, Berlin or Moscow, but also
lesser known nomadic tendencies and circuits within regions
and continents, those caused by the two world conflicts, and
those triggered by less accounted for political, social, cultural, or
personal circumstances.
This is not just another forum on art in emigration, the topic well
researched in the past two decades. Instead, while discussing
the diversity of the twentieth century “migration phenomenon”,
and the prevailing international character of the avant-garde
movement, the Avant-garde Migrations Symposium aims at
observing the significance of cultural and artistic circuits, transfers,
collaborations, dialogues and confrontations within groups and
formations that cannot be entirely considered under the umbrella
of straightforward centre/periphery dichotomies. We would like
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to question the validity of the well-established methodological
frameworks strictly operating within the concepts of “artistic
influences” or “assimilation of pre-fixed styles”, which often feel
outdated and dogmatic when applied to the arts being produced.
This Symposium welcomes contributions on the effects of
avant-garde artists’ motion between places, its contingent and
historical factors, the national and trans-national grounds of
artistic production, as well as cultural and artistic intersections,
meetings, discoveries, paradoxes and exchanges streaming from
translations, travel, escape, dislocation and exile.
Another important aim of the Avant-garde Migrations Symposium
is to reinforce the network of collaborators of the Comparative
Avant-garde & Modernisms Workshop and prepare joint research
projects on the European avant-garde.
This Symposium will signal the opening of two significant
exhibitions on migrating artists at the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation Modern Art Centre – featuring The Delaunay circle
and the work of the German émigré Hein Semke (1899-1995).
The organizers plan to publish an edited volume of conference
proceedings.
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