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(1) Outline and Aim

・Treating Nagasaki city for a unique case of mixture of
foreign cultures.

・Nagasaki is an exotic city having been influenced by the
European countries 、formerly Portugal and Spain, later the
Netherlands、 and Chinese culture.

・Because of the national seclusion policy by the Tokugawa
shogunate, Nagasaki had been formally only one gate for
the Western world during the most part of the Yedo era
(1603-1868).

・This presentation examines the character of cultural
mixture in Nagasaki for a material to discuss about
tradition and authencity of culture.

・To reach to the goal, at first it handles the outline of
Nagasaki city. Then deeper observation about the essential
core of the character of the city would be made later.
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(2) A History of Nagasaki

• Nagasaki city belongs to Nagasaki prefecture, which
locates at the south-western part of Kyushu Island,
including smaller islands.

• The city has a harbor for trading, commuting and
shipbuilding.

• In Nagasaki prefecture, Nagasaki city was main trading
gate in the pre-modern era. And Tsushima was also a
very important gate for Korea during the era. In ancient
time Gotou islands were on the passway to China.

• Histotically speaking, Nagasaki district has several gates
for the East Asia and the European World.
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Fig.1  Location map (1) 5



Fig.2  Location map (2)
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• At the latter period of the mediaeval era, some regions
around Nagasaki had been enveloped catholicization.

• Once in 1580 the core part of the city had been dedicated
to the Society of Jesus by the landlord Sumitada Omura.

• At first, Portugal and Spain were main partner countries of
oversea trade there, but afterwards through the most
term of the early-modern, Nagasaki had been only one
official gate to the foreign world, ruled directly by the
Tokugawa shogunate government, then main trade
partners were changed to the Netherlands and China, and
the situation had been continued up to the 19th century.
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• Through the days, in 1614 the Tokugawa shogun had put
an official statement to control the Christians.

• In 1634, a small artificial island "Dejima" was constructed
in the Bay of Nagasaki to be the only one official place for
trade between Japan and the outer world, and it was used
by Portugal from 1636 to 1639, then by the Netherlands
from 1641 to 1853, because the Shimabara Rebellion had
occurred in 1637-1638, by peasants, ex-samurais and so
on, most of whom were Catholic Christians from
Shimabara and Amakusa, led by Amakusa Shiro (1621?-
1638), and their mainstay country was Portugal.
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• But the rebellion was drastically put down by the
Tokugawa shogunate government strongly supported by
the Netherlands.

• So in 1639 the government had started the national
isolation policy; their gate was opened almost only for
China and the Netherland, and a little bit for Korea.
Then Nagasaki had become the biggest and only one
foreign trade center at the premodern era.

• At the era the other smaller gates were Yezochi for the
northern direction, Tsushima for Korea and Ryukyu for
China. Among the places only Nagasaki had been
directly reigned by the Tokugawa shogunate
government since 1603.
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• After the Shimabara Rebellion the Cathoric Christians
must go underground and had had to keep their religious
belief under oppressive situation until the latter half of
the 19th century; they must be the Hidden Christians
(Kakure Kirishitan).

• The ban policy on Christianity had continued for more
than 200 years, even until 1873, in the early part of the
Meiji era (1868-1912). But even through the ban period,
the Netherlands could make oversea trade with Japan,
based upon the strongpoint, Dejima, a fan-shaped
artificial island (Fig.3 and Fig.4).
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Fig.3, 4  Dejima (map and miniature)

11



• At the last period of Yedo era, Nagasaki was a nodal place for
younger patriots of the Meiji Restoration (1868).

• In 1824 Philipp Franz von Balthasar Siebold (1796-1866) ,
who was a German pretending a Dutch, was posted as a
medical doctor at Dejima, opened a private school “Narutaki-

jyuku” for Japanese younger pupils to learn Dutch language,
medicine, botany, and the other European modern sciences
and he also examined Japanese patients there.

• He was expelled from Japan by the government of Tokugawa
shogunate, because he would bring out some maps including
one which was strictly forbidden for a foreigner to have. But
from his school many talented individuals were produced
out; medical scientists, politicians and scholars. Later some of
the pupils of him had made outstanding roles at the Meiji
Restoration.
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• So Nagasaki was an ignition point of rapid modernization
of Japan. It was a central place of Western learning and
industrialization. Yataro Iwasaki (1834-1885), the
founder of Mitsubishi Financial Group, had his younger
days at Nagasaki (Fig.5).

• Also he had expanded his enterprise by running the
Takashima Coal Mine on islands in Nagasaki Bay. Also the
Takashima Coal Mine is well known that it was the first
coal mine which had introduced the European way of
management by Thomas Glover (1838-1911), a Scottish
merchant (Fig.6).
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Fig.5  Yataro Iwasaki                       Fig.6  Thomas Glover
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• In the era of industrialization, the shipbuilding industry
and the coal mining had made a very important role in
Nagasaki city and its environs (Fig.7 and Fig.8).

• The industrialization and its development had been
undertaken by the Mitsubishi and the national military
sectors.

• In 2015 some of the facilities were registered for the

World Heritage as “Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial
Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal
Mining”.
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Fig.7 Mitsubishi Shipyard Fig.8 Ruin of Hashima Coal Mine



• Nagasaki city was a central region in Kyushu Island at an
early stage in the Meiji era, but it had lost its higher
position with that Kumamoto, and later, Fukuoka were on
the rising process over Nagasaki.

• In spite of the tide, Nagasaki was an important harbor city
as ever in the Taisho era (1912-1926) through the Showa
era (1926-1989).

• Especially just before the W.W.II, Nagasaki city had very big
shipyards of the Mitsubishi and Japanese Imperial Navy. It
was a shipbuilding city and a castle city of the Mitsubishi.

• Then the city was repeatedly suffered from air attacks by
the US Air Force in the later days of the war.

16



• On the 9th August 1945, a bomber with an atomic bomb
flown over Kokura city, Fukuoka prefecture, because the
city was the first target. But it was very cloudy there, then
they had changed the target into the second, Nagasaki city.

• Japan has experienced twice of atomic-bombing with two
different kinds of bombs, and the fact means that this
country was a testing ground for mass slaughter with
nuclear weapons.

• The second atomic bomb had deprived the lives of 70,000
people and burnt 36% of the city area. Just near the
Ground Zero, there located the Urakami Cathedral and the
Nagasaki Medical College and its hospital (now
Department of Medicine, Nagasaki University).

• In the cathedral they were saying morning mass, and in
the college the students were having morning lectures
and seminars. All the people in the cathedral and most of
the students and teachers at the college were killed in an
instant just by the bomb (Fig.9, 10, 11, 12 and Fig.13).
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Fig.9  The Urakami Cathedral, destroyed
(just after the A-bombing)

Fig.10  The Urakami Cathedral
( in 2015, with destroyed stone statues)

Fig.11  The head of Mary statue
( in 2015. The body was lost, with A-bombing)
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Fig.12  Destroyed stone gatepost of 
the main gate of the Nagasaki 

Medical College (in 2015)

Fig.13  The Monument of the Ground Zero of 
Nagasaki A-bombing

( in 2001. The characters were inscribed by Mr. Asaichi Yoshioka, a 
calligrapher and school teacher. The girl on the photo is the third 

generation of Hibakusha.)



• Unfortunately Nagasaki has become the second and last
atomic-bombed city in the world.

• After the World War II, the city of huge war-shipyards has
changed into that of peace, pray and tourism.

• And also it has become a localized global city. Among local
foods, crafts, rituals and some built-environments we can
see the remarks, and the situation is essential for the
economic basic activity of the city.

• People there have formed the local exotic culture by
introduction, transformation and construction of unique
cultures. And the people, who had revived from burnt
ruins after the W.W.II, are agents of the activity.
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(3) Nagasaki City as Cultural 
Hodgepodge

• Along with the influences from the European
countries, the other strong effect on the local culture
in Nagasaki has been brought from China and the
Chinese.

• At the central part of the city, China Town of
Nagasaki, which is one of the three big China Towns
in Japan, just locates. There are Chinese restaurants,
souvenir shops, shops of Chinese foods and so on
(Fig.14).

• Also there are four Chinese temples in the city;
Soufukuji, Kofukuji, Fukusaiji and Shofukuji; all the
names include “fuku” which means happiness.
Sofukuji is the oldest Chinese temple in Japan,
established in 1629 (Fig.15).
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Fig.14  The gate of the China Town of Nagasaki

Fig.15  The gate of Sofukuji



• Kofukuji places just in Tera-machi (temple town)
among Japanese temples, and Fukusaiji is very famous
for that it has a facility containing of the third biggest
Foucault Pendulum (25.1m) in the world. The newest
temple among the four is Shofukuji, but established in
1677, has once become a filming location for a movie.

• Originally Chinese in Nagasaki had done a festival to
celebrate the New Year of the lunar calendar. Since
1994, based the New Year’s ceremony, the Nagasaki
Lantern Festival has held every year from the 1st to the
15th in January of the lunar calendar. During the
festival more than ten thousand of lanterns are
decorated at the China Town and the other places, and
they make the Chinese Emperor Parade, the Chinese
instruments performance and the other attractions
(Fig.16). Now the festival has become a centerpiece
event for tourism in a spring season; sometimes more
than one million people visit to the city during the term.
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Fig.16  The Nagasaki Lantern Festival at 
Hamanomachi, 2013



• It is not so much known that the Chinese Revolution on
1911 was strongly supported a Japanese merchant from
Nagasaki. Shokichi Umeya (1868-1934), born in Nagasaki
was a very good partner with Sun Yat-sen (Sun Wen; 1866-
1925) (Fig.17 and Fig.18).

• Umeya had provided huge amount of capital support for
Sun (it is said about the amount of 1 trillion Japanese yen
in the current monetary value).

• Also Umeya and his wife helped Sun to marry Soong
Ching-ling (1893-1981).

• When Sun died in 1925, the relationship between Japan
and China was going worse. But Umeya produced four big
statues of Sun, and carried them to China and set them at
each place, which we can see even today.

• Umeya was also known as a founder of a movie company,
which later led to Nikkatsu.
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Fig.17  Shokichi Umeya

Fig.18  Sun Yat-sen (right) and Soong 
Ching-ling



• Nagasaki city is, as it were, a melting pot of foreign
cultures. The situation has been formed through
hundreds years of its history mentioned above.

• Especially it has been influenced by European and
Chinese cultures. Nagasaki city is a melting pot of
Japanese, European and Chinese cultures.

• People see the local foods, dishes and confectionery
there as outcomes of cultural creolization. We can easily
mention to good examples; Kasutera (Castella),
Champong (Chinese noodles with meat, vegetables and
thick soup) and Torukoraisu (Turkish Rice) (Fig.19, 20 and
Fig.21).
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Fig.19  Kasutera

Fig.20  Champon

Fig.21  Torukoraisu



• Nagasaki city is also famous for a place where
“Shippokuryouri” was invented (Fig.22). Several kinds of
dishes are served as a course on a table. In its contents
and served style we can see Japanese, Chinese and
Dutch ways, so by the mixture style, it is called

“Wakaranryori (和華蘭料理 )” which means “not-
understandable course ”.

29Fig.22 Shippokuryori



• It is said that the course styled serving of
Shippokuryori had been spread from Dejima during
the Yedo era. Now in a Dejima site we can see that a
room in which dinner had been served has restored
(Fig.23).
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Fig.23  Restored dinner dishes at Dejima
(Most of Japanese would feel strange to see the scene that chairs and 

tables are set on tatami mats.)



• Not only in food culture, but also in local rituals and
festivals, we can see hodgepodge culturality in
Nagasaki. One of the most famous local festivals is
surely Nagasakikunchi (Okunchi). Perhaps it started in
the 16th century, and afterwards it has become a formal
festival of Suwa Shrine of Shintoism. Many city
residents came to involved into the festival, and it is
said that it had a function to check the Hidden
Christians (Kakure Kirishitan).
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• There appear some festival cars and dances with an
exotic fashion. One of the examples is Goshuinsen,
which shapes as a ship authorized by the Tokugawa
shogunate to allow to trade outside of Japan (Fig.24).
Men in Japanese style of kimono, draw the Chinese
styled ship with sails on which the image characters of
“VOC” are printed. The “VOC” is an abbreviation of the
words “Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie”, meaning
“United East India Company” of the Netherlands. Also
here, a mixture of Japanese, Chinese and Dutch ways
can be seen, as with Shippokuryori.
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33Fig.24  Goshuinsen in the Nagasakikunchi Festival



(4) Conclusion:The Essential 
Character of a Hodgepodge city

• Through the pre-modern Tokugawa shogunate era, the
Western things were almost rejected to enter Japan
except at one place; the only one formal gate was
Nagasaki.

• With outer exclusiveness, but accompanied by inner
acceptance and tolerance of townsfolk there, the
European, the Chinese and the Japanese cultures were all
mixed in a cookpot named Nagasaki to prepare the
hodgepodge dishes.
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• Based upon a natural environment of an
excellent harbor and surrounded by sloping
ground, directly administrated by the central
government and directly connect to the outer
world, townsfolk there, with a high pride, has
allowed, accepted and brought in the foreign
cultures, and on top of that they have formed
a uniquely mixed hodgepodge culture.
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• In this connection I would show here one episode.

• Amakusa Shiro, the leader of the Shimabara
Rebellion, was killed at the battle, and his gibbeted
head was exposed to public view in Nagasaki just
after the rebellion. After that his head was buried in a
mound, but it was severely destroyed by the A-
bombing.

• After the W.W.II., people constructed a small Buddhist
shrine of Jizo (the Buddhism Guardian Deity of
Travelers and Children) on that place.

• So, Amakusa Shiro died as a Christian, but now the
local people has been performed a memorial service
for him in the shrine (Fig.25).
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Fig.25  Jizo-do on the mound where Amakusa Shiro’s head was buried.



• Going through the history of more than 300
years, a process of encounter, acceptance,
digestion and new development of cultures
has made the local hodgepodge culture fix
there. It could be made by mutual recognition
and common intersubjectivity among the
townsfolk of the city. The long history of time
have given an authencity for the culture as an
amalgam, forming spatial exoticity fixed upon
the place as Nagasaki. And it has become the
source of attractiveness as a tourist city.
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• Attained a reconstruction from ruined field by
A-bombing, Nagasaki has developed a city of
peace, pray and tourism. People in Japan has
named “the three most splendid night view
cities” for Nagasaki, along with the other two,
Hong Kong and Monaco (Fig.26). The harbor
view of sea landscape with urban facilities
and sloped shape of the land show the city
better appearance, which are common among
the three cities.
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Fig.26  A night view of Nagasaki city



• In daily life people in Nagasaki often contact to the
European and the Chinese things; men, character,
speech, foods, clothes, events and even some
religious atmosphere.

• This situation is outlined for a double bind scheme
like one formerly suggested by Anthony Giddens
(1993): a SYSTEM operated and sustained by such
AGENCIES, which are contacting each other in
several phases in everyday life, combines to a
STRUCTURE consists of a set of manners, rules and
resources (materials and knowledge).
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• The STRUCTURE as a hardware constrains
of the SYSTEM as a software; the former is
hard to change, but the latter has a
possibility to easily change, although on
rare occasions the STRUCTURE can be
changed by the work of the SYSTEM, not
rapidly but gradually, or seldom suddenly.

• Especially in the potential, concealed and
unconscious realm in the STRUCTURE,
“The Hidden Dimension” (Hall, 1966) has
its niche.
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• Sometimes cultural mixture bears a new
culture with exoticity. And, the exoticity
is not always formed of authentic
foreignness. There the foreignness
would be changed and transformed into
the other more or less. So the authencity
of exoticity may be, ironically, identified
by unauthencity.
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• But the authencity of exoticity is strongly
guaranteed by a deeply and widely spread
identification among the mass of people
who shares common sense of subjectivity
for the externality. Nagasaki is a good
example for it, and “Invented Tradition”
(Hobsbawm and Ranger, 1983) has got an
authencity through a long time
sustainability and identification. In addition
peripheral environment of Nagasaki is also
very important to acquire the exoticity.
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Some Ending Remarks

• Globality and Locality build in each other in Nagasaki.

• “Localized Globality” becomes a powerful character and 
capital for local identity and business of the city.

• Its history, harbor-based environment and
temperament of townfolks Nagasakiite are important
resources and factors for the development of business
on the locality.
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